
Matches & Competitions 

Lincoln & District Indoor Bowling Club encourages member participation in 
league matches, competitions, friendly matches and social events run by 
the Club.  
 
A wide variety of individual competitions are available throughout the year 
both for beginners and more experienced players. For further information 
please ask at the bar and keep an eye on the Competitions noticeboard 
beside rink one for opportunities to enter. 
 

Volunteers 

Like many sports clubs, our bowling activities rely almost entirely on 
volunteers. The more volunteers we have, the more we can do, and the less 
the workload for those involved. Whether you are a new member or a 
parent, partner or spouse of a new member, we would love you to get 
involved!  Volunteers are welcome to help with a variety of tasks, including 
coaching, committees, markers for matches, social organisation and fund 
raising. Ask at the bar if you are interested in volunteering within the club 
and look out for periodic notices on the main LED noticeboards. 
 
The Club is run by a General Manager on behalf of a Board of Directors - 11 
in number - all of whom are volunteers.  
As we are a CASC registered organisation, all Club members – YOU 
INCLUDED - are automatically shareholders in the Company ‘Lincoln & 
District Indoor Bowling Club Company Limited’ and are eligible to attend 
the Annual General Meeting in March.  
 
Club Directors will be elected at the AGM to serve on the Board for a set 
period. 
 

 
 
Lincoln & District Indoor Bowling Club 
Hall Drive, Lincoln, LN6 7SW 
Telephone: 01522 526237 
Email: feedback@lincolnibc.co.uk 
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New Members 

Welcome Pack 

Club Opening Hours 
Summer Season 

Monday – Friday 09:30 – 20:30 
Saturday 09:00 - 11:30 & 18:00 - 21:30 

 

Winter Season 
Monday 08:30 - 20:30  
Tuesday 09:30 - 20:30                

Wednesday 09:30 - 21:30 
Thursday 09:30 – 20.30 or 22:30 

Friday 09:30 - 21:30 
Sat-Sun 09:30 - 21:30 



Now that you have joined the Club, here’s some further information to 
enable you to progress to whatever level of bowling you aspire: 
 
1. Coaching Sessions – For the best start to your bowling journey, we 
recommend new bowlers attend formal Coaching Sessions for 
‘Beginners’. These take place twice a week following Open Day 
recruitment in the Winter Season (Sept -April) at 4.30pm with a choice 
of Wednesdays or Sundays. (Our Coaches are available for one-on-one 
coaching sessions which can also be arranged) 
 
2. Novice Pairs League - If you attend a Coaching Course you will be 
offered the opportunity to participate in this when your course ends.  
It will provide the opportunity to enjoy a regular game each week 
during a prime daytime slot on a Thursday or Sunday afternoon and 
really get a feel for the competitive game with others of a similar level 
 
3. Friday Fun League - Our Fun League takes place on a Friday at 
12.30pm. This can be useful for trying out the different rink positions 
in a casual environment. (Ask our Bar Staff for more information) 
 
4. Friendly Games – If social bowls is your thing, you can participate in 
our weekend Friendly games. The Club runs friendly matches against 
other clubs throughout the Winter Season, mainly on Sundays. These 
matches cater for any standard of bowler and are fun social events 
with an after-match meal. The cost is partially subsidised by the Club, 
to include a meal and help with transport. Please see the Fixture 
sheets on the noticeboard at the side of Rink 1 or speak to the Team 
Captain (named on the Noticeboard). 
 
5. Domestic Leagues – If you have a competitive streak and would like 
regular play, you can join a team in our domestic leagues. These are 
played throughout the season, with teams in the Morning, Afternoon, 
Teatime and Early Evening on set days. More information can be 
obtained from the Club website, or by speaking to the Bar Staff. 
 
6. Individual Competitions – More competitive players with ambition 
may wish to participate in our knockout competitions at Club, County 
and National levels. These are available to all age groups and genders 
and information can be found on the Club website, via our CLUB 
HANDBOOK -  available upon request, or via the competition 
noticeboards beside Rink 1.  
 
 

Club Etiquette 

 
 
 

   
Café Jaxx 

The Club boasts its own cafe 
facility, with prices exclusive to 
members and their family and 
friends. Cafe Jaxx provides for regular refreshments throughout the 
day, from a full range of Stokes coffees to Brunch, Lite Bites and 
Lunch. 
 
Keep an eye on special social events as advertised throughout the 
year such as theme nights, quizzes and entertainment. All social 
events are advertised on our Social Activities board found at the bar 
end of rink 5 
 
In addition to Cafe Jaxx, we also have a Restaurant facility which is 
available for private hire, with a maximum capacity of around 60 -70 
people. Please ask a member of staff for more details. 
 

Lincoln Community Lottery 
We believe that our Club is a real asset to our community in Lincoln 
and beyond, but we need your help so that we can continue to offer 
and expand our services, upgrade our facilities for the benefit of all 
and keep our membership costs down! We encourage our members 
to support the Club by way of the Lincoln Community Lottery. Head to 
our website for more information or ask a member of staff. 
 
Just £1 per ticket – 50p of which goes to the club directly. Sign up for 
your chance to win up to £25,000 and search ‘LIBC’ as your chosen 
cause. 

 

Competitive Bowls 
The game of bowls is a great way to get exercise, social interaction, 
and competitive recreation.  
 
Newcomers to the game, whilst possibly unsure about entering 
competitions, are strongly advised to play in as much competitive play 
as possible, as this is the way to improve, develop knowledge of the 
game, and make new friends. 
 
Don’t be afraid to have a go! 



Dress Code/Etiquette 
Roll Ups/Casual Bowling – Dress code for roll ups is smart/casual and 
is at the discretion of the Manager/Bar Staff. As a rule, if members are 
of tidy appearance they will be allowed to bowl. Any members 
requiring roll ups after 6.30pm are requested to dress as per Leagues. 
 
Footwear –Only Bowls shoes must be worn. Flat soled shoes are not 
permitted unless they are specifically bowls shoes. Shoes must be 
changed to go outside and changed back again before going on the 
green. Please refrain from arriving in your bowls shoes and always 
change into them once inside the building. 
 
Leagues  & Competitions – Generally, members can wear any bowls 
top or Club Shirt with grey or black tailored bowls skirts, trousers or 
shorts for all league matches and competitions. Cargo trousers are not 
allowed. Failure to comply could lead to a request to leave the green. 
 

 
The Usual Types of Games We Play 
Fours – A group of four players against four, each bowling with two 
bowls, played in order of Lead, Two, Third and Skip. The Skip will stand 
at the jack end and direct their players in turn, then swap ends and 
deliver their bowls last. 
 
Triples – Three players against three, each using three bowls for the 
playing period. Players in order of play – Lead, Two and Skip. The Skip 
will stand at the jack end and direct their players in turn, then swap 
ends and deliver their bowls last. 
 
Pairs – Two players against two each use four bowls. Players in order of 
play – Lead and Skip. The Skip will stand at the jack end and direct their 
players in turn, then swap ends and deliver their bowls last. 
 
Singles – One player against one player each using four bowls (except 
in 2 bowl singles). A straightforward head-to-head with a marker at the 
jack end to set the jack once cast, answer any questions the players 
may have and measure in the event of a close outcome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

The Playing Positions Explained 
In games with more than one player per side, each player has their 
own role in the make up of the rink. 
 
The Lead – The player who lays the mat, delivers the jack and the first 
bowl in an end. 
 
Number Two – The player who plays number two marks the score 
card and keeps the scoreboard up to date. 
 
Number Three – In the game of Fours, they will take charge of the 
rink when the Skip is to play, provide instruction to the Skip and do 
the measuring. 
 
The Skip – The ‘captain’ of the rink whether Fours, Triples or Pairs. 
The Skip is the last player to bowl and is responsible for directing the 
preceding players and dictating the tactics of the game. 
 

Learning From The Best 
On the green, the club boasts many successes and titles, both team 
and individual.  There are plenty of national and international 
champions still playing in the Club who are very approachable and 
will gladly have a chat with new players to pass on any advice about 
competitive play. 
 
Over the last 25 years or so we have enjoyed success in National 
Mixed Pairs, Mixed Fours, Men’s and Ladies Triples, Men’s Pairs, 
Men’s Singles, Under 25s Singles, as well as the British Isles Senior 
Men’s Fours. Former England International Billy Jackson was crowned 
WBT World Indoor Singles Champion in 2009 and Penny Strong 
played for England for over 20 years and well into her 60s!  
 
The club will actively support the efforts of our current National 
competitors, many of whom have already won titles at the top level. 
Look out for National and County Competition matches on the rinks 
diary pages of your ‘Members Area’ on the website and feel free to 
come along and watch/support. You will learn a great deal about 
tactical play and the correct shots to play at key times during a 
competitive match. 
 



 

Club Accreditation 
Lincoln & District Indoor Bowling Club is a CASC registered organisation 
owned by its members - each member becoming a shareholder upon 
entry. All profits from trading are reinvested into the facility which is an 
asset to the local community. 
 

The Club has also achieved CLUBMARK accreditation. One of the 
requirements here is that structured Coaching is available, which 
means the Club meets high standards set by a government body in 
Sport England. 
 
The Club is inclusive to all and has also been 
awarded the Bowls Disability Mark, which 
recognises the excellent opportunities for 
disabled people to play bowls within this facility. 
The Bowls Disability Mark is endorsed by 
Disability Bowls England and the EIBA (English 
Indoor Bowling Association). 
 
 

Coaching 
All of our accredited coaches meet the standards set by the BDA (Bowls 
Development Alliance and EBCS (English Bowls Coaching Scheme).  
We are indebted to our hard-working coaching team who give freely of 
their time week in week out overseeing coaching sessions.  
 
Our coaching staff & certificates are on display at the bar end of Rink 8. 
Please feel free to get in touch with them if you would like to improve 
your game. 
 
 

FREE Junior Coaching  

We host fun bowling for Under 18s - with no rink fees charged, every  
Saturday morning, so please bring along your youngsters for a 8.30am 
start.  
 
Fully qualified, DBS checked coaching staff are present every Saturday 
and will welcome all newcomers at any stage of the season.  

 
 
 
 
 

   

Communication 
The Club has several communication pathways that you can access: 
 
Club Website – www.lincolnibc.co.uk - Regularly check our Club 
website to stay up to date with Club matters, upcoming events and 
get the latest match, team and individual competition results. There 
is also a password protected members area dedicated to your games, 
which enables you to book rinks online, provided you have credit. 
 
Club Notice Boards & LED Boards– The Club has several Notice 
Boards including a General Board, Ladies Section, Mens Over 60s 
Section, Friendly Section, County and National Competitions Section, 
with programmes and results for all sections on display. We try to 
update the LED notice boards on a regular basis to keep members in 
touch with live Club Events. 
 
Facebook – www.facebook.com/lincolnibc - Ask about access to our 
internal Facebook group for Members only. 
 
Newsletters – Regular Newsletters are sent to members who supply 
us with an email address to provide regular updates. Please hand 
your email address to the bar staff if it was not included on your 
joining form should you wish to receive a Newsletter. 
 

Cost of Play 
Playing Bowls at the club is on a ‘pay as you play’ basis. Once you 
have paid your annual fee to become a member, bowls sessions are 
charged by the session (per hour). Our BOWLR booking system relies 
on members topping up their Bowls Accounts so they are in credit. 
This makes it easier to book practice or Competition rinks on line and 
pay for League Sessions without the need to approach the bar. Just 
ask for up to date bowls rates and Annual Membership costs. 
 

Bowls Stickers Rule 
From 1st January 2026 all ‘Home’ teams shall use the LIBC tri-colour 
(red, white and blue) stickers on their bowls for domestic league, all 
competitions and all club representative matches. 
ALL bowls used by the home team shall display the same coloured 
stickers without exception. The away team shall use any other 
stickers or no stickers at all – without exception.  
  

http://www.lincolnibc.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/lincolnibc

